Churches Together in Hereford – 2020 Good News

TWO KINDS OF UNITY?
By Elliot Swattridge, Chair of Churches Together in Hereford
On our church WhatsApp, someone posted a
picture of a very complex puzzle they had just
started. Ever looking out for a metaphor, I
enthusiastically rushed a response:
“Bribing fragmented pieces together in unity!! What
a wonderful image of what God does with us!”
Soon enough my typo was pointed out. (I meant
‘bringing’!) Yet it occurred to me that this could
have some truth to a lot of what we label as
‘ecumenical’. Obviously, we don’t literally bribe
people to come together, but sometimes it can be
an exercise in complex diplomacy. Diplomacy is
beautiful - but surely we shouldn’t have to treat
each other as though we were foreign nations,
only agreeing to tit-for-tat reciprocal deals that suit

our own national interests. Surely there must be a
better way than this!
On what basis are we ‘one’? Are we ‘one’ because
we can agree on a certain minimal set of beliefs?
Are we ‘one’ because we can sit together in the
same room (or on the same Zoom) without an
outbreak of fisticuffs? Is this all Jesus conceived of
when He prayed His heart out in John 17?
“...that they may be perfected in unity, so that the
world may know that You sent Me” (John 17:23)
It is my conviction that there are 2 kinds of unity:
one grounded in common agreement, and the
other grounded in our status as family in Christ.

The first says, “We are one because we agree on X,
Y and Z and we have A, B and C in common.” This is
not bad - as Philippians 2:2 speaks of being “of one
mind.” Yet it can result in a ‘race to the bottom’ as
we often have far more difference in opinion than
we might wish to admit. And it means we cannot
‘agree to disagree’ without thereby sacrificing a
measure of unity. So, while this common
agreement is glorious and precious, it is very shaky
ground to build unity on. It is the precious fruit of
unity, not the root, the foundation.
Yet the second says, “We are one because we are
family in Christ.” It doesn’t matter how much I
agree or disagree with you on many things because we are brothers and sisters in Christ. Since
when do brothers and sisters always agree? Yet
they would die for each other in the flick of an
eyelid if they had to. And they are fiercely loyal to
each other - not based on their common interests,
but on their relationship. The objective reality is
that we are adopted by one God our Father, one
Body in Christ and filled with one Holy Spirit. This is
unshakeable and far deeper than any artificial,
superficial level of agreement we could muster up.

Just ponder this: one day, not that far away, all of
us, from every different church fellowship in
Hereford, will be standing before the throne of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Our very beings will be
consumed with love for Him - and filled with real
love for one another too. We will smile and laugh
and rejoice together forever - forever with our
Lord!
God has been on the move, making us one
throughout 2019 and into this turbulent new
decade. The rock-solid reality is that we are
brothers and sisters in Christ. And we need to
manifest this oneness more than ever if we are to
truly shine with the glorious love of Jesus.
Below are some incredible examples of all that God
has been doing amongst us this year. And these
are only the tip of the iceberg! We give thanks for
all this, all while longing for so much more that He
wants to do to make us unified in heart and soul.
With so many blessings to you all, my brothers and
sisters in Christ!

Churches Together in Hereford - Year Wrap-up
SPONTANEOUS CHRISTMAS CAROLS
10 December 2019
Churches Together in Hereford came together
with the amazing young people of the
Cathedral School’s choir for something a bit
different in High Town!

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
18-25 January 2020
Back in January, we ran the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity from 18-25th Jan, with 8
diverse prayer events at St John’s Methodist,
Oasis Church, Hereford Cathedral, St Peter’s,
Friends’ Meeting House, Hope City, All Saints
and a quiet day at Apples of Silver. Little did
we know how much this year would need our
prayers on that week!

RESPONDING TO FLOODS TOGETHER
February 2020
CBN Europe, which is based in Hereford,
organised a team of volunteers from a variety
of local churches to help anyone with moving
furniture, cleaning and any practical tasks.
Hereford Council also invited help from
churches too.

YOUTH UNITED MARCH EVENT
6 March 2020
Youth Leaders from across the city had been
meeting together over 2019, and this
culminated in the largest event they ran, with
80+ young people from churches across
Hereford and 30+ youth leaders for games,
worship and food together. We had planned
many more events, but lockdown changed
everything - and now we search for what God
might want to do next!

UNVEILED WHOLE-CHURCH WORSHIP AT HOPE CITY
8 March 2020
Hope City organised a wonderful united
worship night on March 8th - Unveiled. This
was nothing short of incredible as worship
teams from Hope City, then Oasis, then CLC
led people from churches all over the city in
adoration of Jesus and seeking Him for revival
in our city and nation! We went on in solid
worship for 3½-4 hours - and the time flew
with hands held high and hearts bowed low. It
was also like a giant prayer room, with creative prayer stations and space for Bible reading, art
and journaling. Thanks so much to Hope City Church for enabling such a glorious space! Only
God knows the seeds of revival that were planted, and awakened on this night. We long for
more times like these. Send revival and start with us, O Lord!

DREAMING FOR A NEW DECADE –
Churches Together Open Meeting
9 March 2020
On March 9th, before we had any real idea
about the chaos on the horizon, we met
together as Christians from churches across
the city to dream together!
This was in 3 sections, recorded on different
shapes: firstly, we considered the new shoots of life, the "leaves", how God is moving amongst us
already. (Phil. 1:6) Second, we pondered the "mountains", the obstacles to God moving amongst us,
which we long for God to move in response to our prayers (Matt. 21:21) Thirdly, on the "dream
clouds" we recorded the greatest dreams for the Church of Hereford we could ever imagine... in the
hope we could tap into the dream of our Lord for our city and nation! (Acts 2:17)
What was fascinating was the parallels between the 4 shapes in each case - the tables were
discussing independently, yet came up with so much that was similar. When the children of God
dream in harmony, could this be a sign the dream could be inspired by the same Holy Spirit who
lives in each and every one of us?

UNITED DAY OF PRAYER AGAINST
CORONAVIRUS
16 March 2020
Just as lockdown was about to begin, we
very quickly passed a message round
churches across the city to cover the entirety
of March 16th in prayer. People signed up
for slots, and all 24 hours were covered in
prayer, and prayers shared online.

EASTER CHURCHES TOGETHER VIDEO
12 April 2020
25 local church and charity leaders recorded
videos, which were put together in a special
Easter Message of hope! This has now got
over 3000 views on Facebook. If you haven’t
seen, it’s on YouTube here bit.ly/herefordeaster

ZOOMING TO REVIVAL - ECUMENICAL
PRAYER EVERY MONDAY NIGHT
20th April, continuing to today
Ecumenical Zoom meetings for prayer have
now been running every Monday evening
since 20th April - a total of 30 times as of
writing this - and people from all sorts of
churches from across and around Hereford,
have joined to pray for revival together and
seek God’s presence in our land. We’ve held joint meetings with Ledbury too. We continue to
meet each Monday night - 7:30-8:30 – all welcome!
Zoom link: bit.ly/zoomingtorevival

24/7 PRAYER OVER THY KINGDOM COME
21-31 May 2020
We did 24/7 prayer from home from
Ascension to Pentecost this year - and every
single hour-long slot was filled, 24 hours a
day, from 21-31 May - which is 264 hours
covered with prayer, by Christians from all
different churches across the city! This was a
great encouragement that God is continuing
to stir His people up to prayer!

PENTECOST CHURCH LEADERS’ VIDEO
31 May 2020
We had planned to all be together in the
Cathedral at Pentecost - but instead ended
up creating a shared video together, led by
Bishop Richard, and including a prayer by 10
church leaders - recorded separately but
edited together to make it look like they
were all in front of the Cathedral together.
This also included worship music , one song led by Freedom church and another by Oasis church.
It’s on YouTube here - bit.ly/pentecosthereford

CHURCH LEADERS TOGETHER - Monthly
We had wonderful meeting on February 6th
of 20+ churches and organisations across
the theological spectrum - from Roman
Catholic to free church - to together dream
about the future together, with the visionary
new Bishop of Hereford, Richard Jackson.
Every month apart from August since then,
church leaders across the city have been
continuing to meet, either in person or on Zoom. God is making us one more than ever before!

VENNTURE
Vennture have been an incredible force for
unity and for witness during lockdown including people from across all different
churches in their staff and volunteer teams.
They’ve been a powerful bridge with the
police and secular organisations, and have
diligently gone out in teams during
lockdown, supported countless families,
supported and mentored the homeless community. Rob Thomas, CEO of Vennture has been
recognised for all this by receiving an MBE. If you’d be interested in volunteering, e-mail
enquiries@vennture.org.uk

South Wye Community Money Advice
An amazing partnership between Putson
Baptist, Challenge Community Church and
other Christians across the city has been
working on setting up a debt advice service,
which we need more than ever now. They
have been approved and registered with
the Financial Services Authority and are
longing for God to shine bright through this
essential work!
If you’re interested in volunteering, contact cma.manager@putsonbaptistchurch.co.uk)

ON THE HORIZON:
HEREFORD ECUMENICAL ADVENT CALENDAR OF PRAYER - December
An idea recently suggested, keep a lookout at the beginning of December for a special
reflection by a variety of Christians from churches across the city for each day of advent - like an
advent calendar but with prayer instead of chocolate! (Even better!)
GOD IN A TIME OF CORONAVIRUS - Book of Testimonies - Early 2021
We’re thinking about putting together a book as Churches Together - “God in a Time of
Coronavirus” - and the idea is that it will be a compilation of short, hard-hitting testimonies
from Christians from all different churches in Hereford Diocese, of how God has worked in
diverse and wonderful ways amongst us.
The aim of this book is a different means (alongside video), and symbolically powerful stand, to
encourage everyone to keep hoping in our true and living God, and inspiring even more prayer
as He is seen to be manifestly working - as well as being an expression of our oneness to the
glory of God, revealing Jesus to be alive and true (John 17:23). We also want to make this as a
thank-offering to God for all He has already done!
If you’re interested in writing anything for this, please do get in touch with Elliot at
curate@spsj.org.uk, by December 15th.
Over to you… Please do get in touch also if you have any other ideas!

